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Abstract

The present study aims at identifying and examining the factors
related to film restoration with no harm or minimal impact on the original
work of its aesthetic values. A film is an audio-visual heritage that is also
recognized as an artifact that should be preserved for the future generations
and references. It not only provides an empirical database to the linear
evolution of specific culture, society and industry, it enhances and advances
the technologies utilized by the genre of artists to evolve a specific industry
that is identical to its time, space and the norms and practices. Once the
material that makes up cinematic creation is damaged, the quality and its
history is deteriorated inherently. Restoration of film is process that
involves repairing and reconstruction a damaged film. The traditional way of
restoring a film is simply to originate a duplicate of the original piece in
terms of extending the life span of the original work. The question is
whether the matter of restoration is the matter of life span of the film.
Modern technology and tech devices have provided with several
opportunities to restore the film with its original values and elements
making no harm to the original quality of art work. Thus, the present study
focuses on the application of equipment provided by the digital technology
for film restoration by using selected software i.e. DIAMANT, Phoenix, and
Blackmagic Design DaVinci Revival Pro. The study was carried out by using a
literature survey in selected archives and museums to identify the Sri
Lankan films and film history, and the field survey and case study with the
application of particular software to review and watch audiovisual media.
The literature survey was further carried out to examine the international
standards and methods on film restoration and the projects that have
already been conducted successfully in the global industry. The selected
films and the restoration software provided the necessary data that can
assess the ability of reconstruction audiovisual quality by the digital
restoration process..The study further revealed that the new challenges that
are not visible in traditional restoration technology have been created.

Keywords: Audiovisual Media, Celluloid Film, Film Preservation, Film
Restoration, Restoration Software.
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Temperature RH From BS ISO 18934: 2006 Imaging materials — Multiple
media - Storage environment

Vault type | Temperature RH/Related Humidity

Subzero -20°C - 0°C 30-50%

Cold 0°C-8°C 30-50%

Cool 8°C-16°C 30-50%

Room 16°C - 23°C 30-50%

(Clark, 2019. p.10)

QD wews’ 88 HedBn »HPBBOwE O 0f8s »HRty B8O
Da3Bs @0 S ©00e® 50058 enIcBDO WE DB S 9 e®BO &
O3 OO0 ewiBm e0ed. »HEE I IS EIYINIC ©8wdud B
800D a@md 21°C cB@BOGI 6 50, s ¢ibcm ©D00 8Os ©m

@GR @ 9 HPedn 2MOODE WE NV FeERO Basi0IB BB en
3D® @008 end DI ®Se® admians ¢ sOS.

e®8 & Bodvewns’ iwics wedenrn D85 weBe grn oS
D305} eI HBOES 8D ©ws scIlBn BCOEED Bcdcers B® ©Bs3
8030075 DIGHBO CHOD D B Drens’ gPedid) »OvBe8. dedd ®©
BEsm w53 @ D030 Bws’ OB aNdPED e G®d ¢ BiwIdiBsdEO
DIBDS ©0. VO eBD o® Bug ey TWODES LEBG Gr BOIHED
a8 ¢® (Ultra Violet) Boen Be®idmn O HDE. dBBS e §®d CH
aBc® gdenlun enden ewl®n Kiwidis Om g8 ¢® guiien @den e@nE®rnsy
©®u0 BEw® ©8. (Wagner et al.2020)

%3007 @BO @iy BEE e B8 @eEHD O(EO® 8iwdissd
aBomd D gwm & widd g ¢ & @0 I»® BOrEeden Dew w0 ©EIBN
®0s o O OCTe®r Budid  agm @0S® O ano® O
2630300723630 BIBWS @M RD TS OB O ¢S D BEevm aro.

83



Sri Lanka Journal of Advanced Research Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol. 11 No. 1 January-June 2021

(Source: Canadian Conservation Institute). @€ @U¢m @200= g8 JO=s
DRensy 8§ @0 nE HinddE 08Eds BO0wd aBBe O 1B ¢d®
BE® wewr e®® DwEBE »IdD BE P ©.

ofon Yol 8 g ¢d® ©00e® wibulmni O ¢ ©i@ims ©anedd
s8eces e & w01 oS® OmO® wwey bne @0ed. ®idiens
@0y BBO, wodwencs BEO e QvSs’ ©wews Wom ¢ B8 we
eSS O »HOB B0 O DOBID mE Hiwdised EIBE VS e
@00 e O ER & D H»Boud 0O @il B3 o’ ©d.
VOB 61300796 ©35) BBNOD 00 EOWEDS B Gy @S © BB
@50 DD EOBIO 81007 el emend & YBm YrIbEOwS drnewns’ O
@m0 OB TBIVWBES ¢ OB Grd.

¢8> 8c0

QREBEEDO, CC» ©®wss. 2011. & Eremks 6wtz Oo@w. PEBe®IR), @oed
IR SS,

Davenport, Alma, 1999. The History of Photrography: an Overview, New
Mexico, University of New Mexico Press

Palmquist, 2000. Peter E. Photographers: A Sourcek for Historical
ResearchUnited Kingdom. Carl Mautz Publishing

Pollack, P., 1958. The Picture History of Photography. 1st ed. New York: Abrams.

Raiford, Leigh. 2011. /mprisoned in a Luminous Glare: Photography and the
American Afrian Freedom Struggle, USA. University of the North
Carolina Press

Read, Paul, and Mark-Paul Mayer. 2000. Restoration of Motion Picture Film.
First edition ed., Oxford, Butterworth-Heinemann, 2000

Stambler, Benita, 2013, Maintaining the Photographic Legacy of Ceylon, TAP,
Trans-Asia Photography Review, USA, Hamsphere College in
Collaboration with Michigan Publishing,

BexsS 8o

Camp, Kristel Van. “Damage Atlas for Photographic Materials. Analogue
Objects.” CeROArt. Conservation, Exposition, Restauration d’Objets
dArt, vol. EGG 2010, no. EGG 1, 15 Nov. 2010,
journals.openedition.org/ceroart/1770, 10.4000/ceroart.1770.
Accessed 10 Oct. 2020.

Canadian Conservation Institute. “Caring for Photographic Materials -
Preventive Conservation Guidelines for Collections.” Govenment of
Canada, Canadian Conservation Institute, 11 May 2018,
www.canada.ca/en/conservation-institute/services/preventive-
conservation/guidelines-collections/photographic-materials.html.
Accessed 8 Oct. 2020

Clark, Susie. Preservation of Photographic Material. Preservation Advisory
Centre The British Library, 2019.

84



Sri Lanka Journal of Advanced Research Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol. 11 No. 1 January-June 2021

Image permanence Institute. “A Guide to ISO 18902 ‘Photo-Safe’ Testing.” RIT
Image Permanence Institute, Image permanence Institute,2018,
www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/assets/img/
publications/photo_safe_english.png. Accessed 10 Oct. 2020.

“Information Leaflet on the Care, Handling, and Storage of Photographs -
Collections Care - Resources |Preservation | Library of
Congress.” Loc.Gov, 2020

www.loc.gov/preservation/care/photolea.html. Accessed 16 Oct. 2020.

Mccormick-Goodhart, Mark. “The Allowable Temperature and Relative Humidity
Range for the Safe Use and Storage of Photographic Materials Mark H.
McCormick-Goodhart CONSERVATION FORUM The Allowable
Temperature and Relative Humidity Range for the Safe Use and Storage
of Photographic Materials.” Journal of the Society of Archivists, UK, vol.

17, no. 1, 1996, www.aardenburg-imaging.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/11/Aal_2007_1206_TA-01.pdf. Accessed 8 Oct.
2020.

Photographic Materials Group. “PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS CONSERVATION
CATALOG INPAINTING OUTLINE.” The American Institute for
Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works, 1994.

Read, Paul, and Mark-Paul Mayer. Restoration of Motion Picture Film. First
edition ed., Oxford, Butterworth-Heinemann, 10 Aug. 2000, p. 368.

Stambler, Benita. “A Guide to Locating Photographs of Colonial Ceylon.” AISLS,
Nov. 2014.

Stambler, Benita. “Maintaining the Photographic Legacy of Ceylon.” The Trans-
Asia Photography Review, vol. 4, no. 1, 2013, pp. 1-16,
quod.lib.umich.edu/t/tap/7977573.0004.105/--maintaining-the-
photographic-legacy-of-ceylon?rgn=main. Accessed 10 Oct. 202

Wagner, Sarah, et al. “Article: GUIDELINES FOR EXHIBITION LIGHT LEVELS FOR
PHOTOGRAPHS.” Topics in Photographic Preservation, Vol. 9,
resources.culturalheritage.org/pmgtopics/2001-volume-nine/09_
11_Wagner.pdf. Accessed 16 Oct. 2020.

85





